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When conductor and music director Arild
Remmereit takes the podium on Friday for opening
night of the 2011-2012 season of the Rochester
Philbarmonic Orchestra, he will be trying to create
“an orchestra of necessity, not just an orchestra for a
few people,” he says.

Sitting front and center in Kodak Hall will be Charlie
Owens, president and CEO of the RPO — a man who
will be paying as much attention to box office receipts
as to the opening notes. So far, Owens says season ticket
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'The changing music, and busmess, of the RPO

season ticket sales at this same time, “I think it says a lot
about the Rochester audience that they are already out of
the gate, sight unseen,” says Owens.

The “unseen” is a reference not only to Remmereit
beginning his four-year contract as RPO conductor and
music director, but also to him programming well known
composers like Johann Strauss, Jr. on the same night as
relatively unknown composers.

Even Remmereit says, “This season is, indeed, a risky
season. The challenge is to get you to come out to hear it,
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